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An autobiography and a discipline fold,gr in.Wilson's
archives tell a story of a remarkable#riendship

By Amy Ensiéy

A F

arly regulations of student behavior at Wilson College may seem silly to us
today, but in the first half of the 20th century, violations got you suspended or
even expelled. Here are a few examples of regulations from a 1930s Blue Book:
chaperones are required at social entertainments and athletic games at colleges for
men; written permission from parents is required for all freshmen and sophomores
who wish to receive calls from young men; students do not drive alone with men;
signing in and out is required for any absence from campus after 8 p.m. and for
driving in cars for any reason.
Of course students back then were not so different from students today. Some
had no trouble accepting the rules. For others, it was a bit more challenging.
Take, for example, Hazel Barnes (above, left) and Evelyn Wiltshire.
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Barnes came to Wilson in 1933 from Wilkes-Barre, Pa. She
had led a very sheltered childhood and her family was ex-
tremely conservative.

At a welcoming party for freshmen, she was presented to
the elderly president of Wilson College, Ethelbert Dudley
Warfield, who surprised her by recognizing her name. He
informed her that her father had written to him to inquire if
Wilson’s religious orientation was sufficiently fundamental-
ist for his daughter to be entrusted there.

Barnes later wrote in her autobiography that it must have
been a reversal of role for Warfield since to most people, the
president represented an ultraconservative view of an al-
most vanished generation. However, a suggestion from an
English professor to meet with a student from a world differ-
ent from that of her father’s conservative views led Barnes to
seeing life in an entirely new way. Barnes wrote:

Barnes would later
write that Wiltshire
gave her "courage
to think more boldly
for myself."

“Evelyn Wiltshire and I were at opposite ends of the
spectrum in terms of social development. Whereas for
me Wilson was a liberation, Evelyn found it so foolishly
restrictive that she recklessly broke many of its rules. She
had a steady stream of boyfriends who provided dinners,
shows, dancing and, at least after thelifting of prohibition,
occasional drinking. All of this struck me as ultra-sophisti-
cated and glamorous.”

Barnes saw that Wiltshire had an air of worldly wisdom
and refused to judge herself by other’s expectations. Barnes
would later write that Wiltshire gave her “courage to think
more boldly for myself.”

Barnes’ family was from Wilkes-Barre, Pa., where her fa-
ther was a public school teacher. They spent every summer at
Beach Lake, a community of roughly 200 people—all either
closely or somewhat distantly related to one another—in
primitive summer cabins. Her family members were Free
Methodists—evangelistic, “revivalist” churchgoers whose
precept was “be in the world, but not of it.” They forbade
drinking, card playing, smoking, dancing, makeup, or wear-
ing anything “fancy,” such as jewelry or decorated hats.

Wiltshire grew up in Turtle Creek, Pa., a gritty industrial
town 12 miles from Pittsburgh. Her family was not religious
and she enjoyed a level of freedom that was unknown to
Barnes, Wiltshire had been surrounded by boyfriends in high
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school. She wenr to movies and shows and museums. Wilt-
shire introduced Barnes to her first cigarette and cockuail.

Fascinated by Wiltshire’s rule-breaking ways, Barnes also
saw her friend’s behavior get her into serious trouble. As
Barnes described it later:

“Evelyn's contempt for college regulations eventually
caught up with her. 1 had gradually prevailed upon her to
recognize that needless non-conformance was not worth
the risk. But soon after the beginning of the second term of
freshman year, Evelyn’s roommate suddenly came forward
with charges that Evelyn had falsely reported her times of
arrival and departure on dates and had pretended to have
been present at required events when she had not been. The
truth came out, and Evelyn was suspended for a month, the
question of expulsion left hanging in the air. Making an ap-
pointment with the dean, 1 pled with her that Evelyn did not
deserve 50 severe a punishment for what anyone might have
done. ‘But you would never have lied as she did,’ said Miss
Disert. I recklessly declared that I could have. ‘I don’t believe
you,' she replied.”

Inthe archives in a folder labeled “Discipline,” are a series
ofletters between Warfield, Wiltshire and her father.

Warfield wrote to Wiltshire's father:

APRIL9,1934

My Dear Mr. Wiltshire,

It is with great regret that I find it necessary to write you
this letter.

You of course know the important facts, that your daugh-
ter was informed on Saturday evening that the faculty had
voted that she should be indefinitely suspended.

Her offense: Miss Wiltshire has innumerable times bro-
ken college rules regarding registration and driving without
permission. She has told untruths to the Board after promis-
ing to be truthful. She has admitted nothing of her own ac-
cord but only those effenses which were pointed out to her.

Ineed nottell any father howimportantitis that younggirls
in their first year at college should be so careful in their con:
duct with regard to driving with young men whose acquain:
tance they have lately made that neither their own reputatior
nor the reputation of the college should be compromised.

What gave me perhaps most concern in regard to thi
matter was that, when I was questioning her with regard tc
her driving with young men whom she had had no prope:
introduction to, she said that she felt it necessary to make
a certain number of dates in order to maintain her prestige
Solowan attitude to the general standard of college conduc
wasastonishing to me. I need not tell you that we donot con
sider that a young lady’s prestige in college depends upor
things of this sort.

1 pointed out to her and to her mother that it was entirel;
impossible for a college in a small community to secure fo
400 girls suitable male acquaintances to gratify the socia
ambitions of any student.

I should like to emphasize also that in speaking of th
breaking of rules she spoke quite lightly of having consid
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ered whether she would tell the truth or not.
It seemed to be a matter of mere expediency
with her rather than of a sense of the duty to
tell thetruth.

When we suspend a student indefinitely the
object is to find out whether it is possible to so
adjust the situation as to make it possible to re-
ceive her back with a very full understanding
thar she shall scrupulously observe the rules of
the College. Only under such conditions can we
hope to develop that character which itis one of
the chief objects of this college to develop.

With renewed expression of regrets,

Very truly yours,

E. Warfield

Wiltshire’s father’s responded:

ApriLl1l

My Dear Mr. Warfield,

It is with great regret that I realize that it is
necessary for me to receive such a letter as you
have sent to me. | am grieved that my daughter
did not have full comprehension of the impor-
tance of college rules. As confident as 1 am that
a situarion of this sort is unprecedented in her
life, [ am equally confident that it will be unique.

Iam glad that Wilson College has taught my
daughter something that [ deem more valu-
able to her than scholastic work. I did not re-
alize that she lacked this knowledge, but since
she evidently did, it is indeed fortunate that
she acquired it now instead of later.

[ do not want Evelyn to make an application
for reinstatement until the end of this week.
By that time I know that the sitvation will have
been impressed on her mind indelibly. The
punishmentishurting her more thananything
ever has, but 1 am sure that she has repented
and that the effects will be greatly beneficial.
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Iam sorrythat my daughter has caused youso
much trouble. In addition I wish tothank you for
the interest and concern that you have shown.

Very truly yours,

Bert Wiltshire

Evelyn Wiltshire cheerily requested to be
readmitted:

Armri 13

Dear Sir,

I wish to be reinstated at Wilson College as
s00n as it is possible. [ am unable to express
how sorry I am that it was necessary for me
to be suspended from college. My parents
and I have discussed the matter fully. We are
convinced beyond any vestige of doubt that I
am now able to return to Wilson and obey all
college rules, and be entirely dependable to be
truthful and honorable atall times.

! am very anxious to prove to you that it is
possible for me to do this. This proof will be
in my future conduct, which will be that of a
most loyal, dependable, Christian student of
the college.

Iam so happy that there is an opportunity for
me te come back and show you how much good
this mistake and repentance has done for me.

Yours truly,

EwW

Warfield remained unconvinced, however.

AppriLl4

My Dear Miss Evelyn,

I have just received your letter and [ am
sorry that I feel obliged to say to you that 1
think your letter has not approached the ques-
tion of reinstatement from the right angle.

You say that you wish to be reinstated and

velyn Wikishirs Goodenoush
plicher, former
peatson Doph
a1 Tofts =
of four hooks
o e, dled

at Ho’p]cc House 1
NH., atagess.

dren
ven. By & her ter
inca piga,” said Gt Lowis.

m%mw

Haven Lincoln
sichool and

head of the ot
riment 0:5‘}""‘:"

child devel:
June 25
n concord,

' pursery

“By dafinition, WE ware

In 1948, s8¢ Streat Nursary

tuts for
t used the

Schultz coatt
B Girls o Piay: The DY
emant Iﬂ-sﬂ Rnles’ U i

1951, The

that you are sorry that it was necessary for you
to be suspended and that you can be relied on
to be loyal and dependable in the future.

My experience leads me to believe that there
is not much to be expected of anyone in your
situation whodoes not first of all express a sin-
cere and deep consciousness of the fact that
she has dene wrong in breaking the rules and
a regret, not that she has been suspended but
that she has been guilty of wrong doing.

This is the foundation of all better conduct.

I shall not take any action in this matter un-
til [ have a very clear expression of your awak-
ened consciousness of your having deserved
suspension because of a breach of rules and
untruchfulness.

Withbestwishesfor your fatherand mother,

Very truly yours,

President Warfield

Wiltshire tried again:

APRIL18

Dear Sir,

My power of expressing my sentiments in
my letter seem to have been very meager for [
sincerely wished to communicate to you that [
did realize my wrong, that [ was deeply sorry,
and that [ was certain that I would never be
guilty of such wrong deings again.

Dr. Warfield, [ am sorry that I broke the col-
lege rules and then was untruthful about the
matter. I feel that mere words are not sufficient
to express this, that I must prove it by actions
of conscientious repentance. Itis painful tome
nowwhen Ithink of how 1 have erred, and it will
always hurt me. These thoughts are constantly
tearing at every fiber of my being, it seems. Oh
please realize how completely | repent!

And 1 do know, now as [ shall always, that
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my actions have been terribly wrong, I want
anoppartunity to try to show you that the mo-
tives which led me to do these things are not
an integral evil part.of my being. I broke the
college rule because I had developed a false
sense of freedom. I told untruths, an offense of
which I'have never before been guilty, because
I'became frightened. These are reasons for my
conduct, but not excuses. They are reasons
which I promise shall never influence my con-
ductagain.

I pray that I may be permitted to come back
to Wilson, realizing my former wrongs, but re-
penting and eager to prove a much finer, stron-
gercharacter.

Yours truly,
Evelyn Wiltshire

Her father chimed in with a clue as tc where
Wiltshire got her dramatic flair:

APRIL19

My Dear Dr. Warfield,

Iwish to dispel any thoughts you have about
the incompleteness of my daughter’s repen-
tance. I think that I am in a position to know
how sorry she is. She has lost a considerable
amount of weight. She is mentally dejected.
She is physically weak and can neither eat nor
sleepin a normal manner. She does notwish to
goout of the house.

Frankly, Iam worried about Evelyn's health,
Therefore, I am disturbed that you think she
has not shown a complete repentance. I wish

to indicate that there is not any doubt in my
mind that Evelyn has repented. And I have
never been more confident in anything than I
am in the fact that her future conduct will be
above reproach.

Verytruly yours,

Bert Wiltshire

Finally, Warfield relented:

APRIL26

My Dear Mr. Wiltshire,

1 beg to acknowledge your letter and the
letter from your daughter. I am glad to have
your comment on her attitude and it is very
influential with me. I think it will have to be
very clearly understood that if and when your
daughter is permitted to return to college, it
will be on very strict probation.

It must be understood that her return shall
be with a very distinct understanding that she
face life with a view to becoming 2 woman of
a serious purpose. Her ability justifies the ex-
pectation that she will become an educated
woman in the true sense of the word with the
purpose to live up to the rules of social and
civic life that make good Christian citizens.

[ have been very much pleased with your atti-
tude to this matter and I believe that in you the
College will haveactive and intelligent support.

With cordial regard,

Very truly yours,

E. Warfield
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Hazel Barnes and Evelyn Wiltshire roomed
together for their last three years at Wilson.
Together, they went on to graduate school at
Yale University. The two of them remained
lifelong friends.

Barnes became America’s leading scholaron
the philosopher and writer Jean-Paul Sartre,
She produced and hosted a television series in
1962 for National Public Television on existen-
tialism. She taught philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Colorado for 40 years. The prestigious
820,000 Barnes prize is awarded to a faculty
member at the University of Colorado each
year forexcellence in teaching and scholarship.

Wiltshire ran the Eliot-Pearson Depart-
ment of Child Development at Tufts Uni-
versity for 22 years. The child development
laboratory at Tufts is named in her honor. She
was one of the first alumnae to receive an hon-
orary doctorate from Wilson,

In 2001, Evelyn Wiltshire Pitcher endowed
a poetry collection at the John Stewart Memo-
rial Libraryat Wilson College. She died in June
2004. Barnes was awarded an honorary doc-
torate in literature from Wilson in 1965. She
died in March 2008, W
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